FARMS AND FARMING.

The surface of New Boston is broken, its abrupt hills indi-
cating that Nature once got into a strange freak, and sought
to make this region of country preéminent for its inequalities.
But she gave a rich compensation in the fertility of the soil, and
the grandeur of the forests. The branches of the Piscataquog,
which traverse this region, have been distinguished for the
superiority of the pine timber that bordered them, while her
hills have been covered with a heavy growth of chestnut,
beech, birch, maple, and hemlock. Wood here grows with
surprising rapidity. With markets near, and prices renumera-
tive, great quantities of wood for fuel are transported from the
town, affording employment for many teams through the year,
especially in winter. And the quantity of valuable timber for
building, and other purposes, every year removed, is very
large. The timber of New Boston has been inferior to that
of no other town in the vicinity. Masts of great size have here
been obtained for a long series of years. By royal authority,
when New Hampshire was a colony of England, a road was
constructed up the Piscataquog River, through Goffstown and
Weare, and a branch extended into New Boston. This road
has always been known as the ¢ Mast Road,” its construction
being for the accommodation of ¢ the masting business.” Mr.
Potter, in his ¢ History of Manchester,” says: —

“ Some of the largest and most valuable masts, ever cut in
_the Province, were cut in Goffstown and New Boston. The
“old people relate that one was cut upon the farm of Jonathan
Bell, of Goffstown, in the valley of the south branch of the
Piscataquog, and about a half of a mile southwest of Goffs-
town, West Village, that exceeded in size, length, and symme-
try, any other ever cut in this region. It was so large, that
some of the teamsters drove a yoke of ¢ seven feet oxen’ upon
its stump, and turned them round with ease.”
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Owing to this abundance of timber, with corresponding mill
facilities and convenient markets, lumbering has absorbed much
of the interest and labor which ought to have been given to
the soil.. The lumbering business is more speedily remunera-
tive, but the tilling of the soil better promotes the morals of
a people, and far more tends to permanent wealth. Large
tracts have been divested of rich growths, leaving the soil
poor and worth but little ; consequently the farms to which
they were attached greatly depreciate, and are used for pas-
tures or sold in fragments to surrounding neighbors; and thus
many of the once most productive farms are lost on the map
of the town, and the thousands of dollars received from the
sale of lumber almost immediately finds investment in other
towns ; so that while individuals obtain large sums by divest-
ing the soil of its growth, the town is, in reality, to the same
extent impoverished. So much of the large growth has been
removed, that there would be good reason to anticipate greater
attention to farming, if the increase of wood did not uearly
equal the amount removed. As it is, we think there is hope.

The surface of New Boston, as has been said, is distinguished
for its abrupt inequalities. Her hills are precipitous, and the
soil on their sides and tops is deep and friable, seldom suffer-
ing from droughts, and as little injured by ¢ washings.”

The rapid decay of minerals supplies the earth with needed
salts, so that it is not impoverished by its annual production
with a reasonable return from the stable. Corn, wheat, oats,
barley, beans, and potatoes are cultivated with great success;
and, unless positively abused, there is little soil in New Boston
that does not repay the laborer. And he is a thriftless farmer
who grows poor, possessed of a moderate amount of mother
earth within our limits. Indeed, such is rarely or never the
case with any sober and industrious man.

For a long time our restless youth have been eager to rush
into the manufacturing towns and marts of trade, preferring a
more rapid course to wealth, though full of hazards. This is
owing partly to the little taste manifested, and the little regard
shown to the higher needs of the family by parents, which have
served to disgust many a youth with rural pursuits, and partly
to the feverishness which pervades the whole country, by the

[N
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opening of new channels of trade and novel fields of activity.
That farming is not a rapid road to wealth, is admitted ; but
that it is a sure road to competence, is undeniable. That it
requires labor, it must be confessed; but the poor city clerk,
who puts on better cloth, and assumes more attractive airs,
to the confounding of country boys, has to labor more hours,
and with more degrading obsequiousness, than the young man
who tills the soil ; while his chances of competence are by no
means flattering.

Valuable as has been the timber of New Boston, we doubt if
it has equalled her annual grass crop ; productive as is the soil
in the growth of the cereals, it is unsurpassed in its adapted-
ness to the cultivation of the grasses. Here the timothy, red-
top, and clover grow luxuriant, and are cultivated with facility.
Large quantities of hay are every year conveyed to Manchester,
Nashua, and other places, commanding remunerative prices,
thus being a source of income to the farmer. Still, it is to be
feared that too many calculate upon the ready cash it will
bring, more than how they may enhance the fertility of the
soil and increase its production. If hay is sold and its equiv-
alent in fertilizing properties be not returned to the soil, the
ground is necessarily impoverished to that extent. Yet many
farmers of New Boston can afford to spare a portion of their
grass crops, if judiciously cared for from the barn-cellars. And
this leads us to say that great improvements have been made,
within the past few years, in the construction of barns and cel-
lars for the reception of manures. It is now well understood
that the thrifty farmer can multiply his fertilizers fourfold
beyond that distributed to the land by our fathers; and the
waste once witnessed on many a farm would now be decmed a
reproach.

While New Boston boasts a rich soil and ample returns, she
also takes prigle in her herds and flocks. The pastures are nat-
urally fertile and well-watered. The cattle that graze them are
mostly of the native breed, greatly improved by being crossed
with other breeds. They do not possess the great horns, nar-
row shoulders and rumps, as formerly, but are large, round,
fine-looking animals, strong for labor, or meet for the stall, or
ready to enrich the dairy. A few herds of pure Devons may
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be found, but more crossed with the native breed. Now and
then a Durham and Ayershire may be secn, but the cattle gen-
erally preferred are the first named. The number of cattle is
large. The dairies though not large as formerly, yet are nu-
merous and more remunerative, while present exorbitant prices
obtained for butter and cheese would justify extension. Within
the past few years more attention has been given to wool-growing ;
and the sheep once more is heard bleating upon our hills, from
which for a time she seemed banished, evidently to the detri-
ment of the soil and the loss of the farmer.

New Boston has always boasted a race of fine horses; and
few towns can present a larger number of substantial and well-
trained animals for the family and the road, than may here be
found. The Scotch-Irish take great pride in driving a spirited
steed, and count it reproach to be the owner of a mean animal
from the days of good old Deacon Jesse Christy, whose horses
never ran too fast for him, to the present young Americas.
New Boston has won the palm at many a fair, and gloried in
_the animal “that smelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of
the captains and the shouting.” John Newton Dodge has taken
the premium for horses; George Austin Wason, for Devon stock
and horses ; while Jacob Hooper and Solomon Dodge have car-
ried off the premium for best farms, at county fairs. A brighter
day, we think, is beginning to dawn upon the farming interests
of New Boston, and the future promises to yield better results
than the past. ¢ The good time coming’ for New Boston is
when lumbering shall cease, and all men not required in other
branches of activity shall count it their glory to own farms and
excel in their cultivation ; — where her youth shall no longer
prefer to obtain a livelihood amy way rather than by farming.
A quiet home in the country, with pleasant surroundings, with
means of intelligence and aids to refinement, which every thrifty
farmer may have, is of all places the most secure of ills, and
the most sure pledge of length of days, and of blessnws that
bring no sorrow with them. The farmer is not now necessarily
ignorant of the world’s activity, either in trade or polities.
Cities are no longer the only centres of intelligence and refine-
ment, but these centres may be found wherever there is a Zve
tiller of the soil, or an active mechanic. Iis daily and weekly

68



458

newspaper keeps him as well-informed as if he lived in the great
metropolis. And as to seeing, his horse, light of foot, soon
bears him to the city to which he nced be no stranger, or the
iron horse that passes his door lands him in a short time in the
midst of trade and attractions; nor is he less happy if his
family be permitted to accompany him.

«Tn the year 1672, when throughout Great Britain only six
stage-coaches were constantly going, a pamphlet was written by
one John Cresset, of the Charter House, for their suppression ;
and among the many grave reasons given against their contin-
uance is the following: ¢ These stage coaches make gentlemen
come to London upon very small occasion, which otherwise
they would not do, but upon urgent necessity ; nay, the con-
venience of the passage makes their wives often come up, who,
rather than come such long journeys on horseback, would stay
at home. Here, when they have come to town, they must pres-
ently be in the mode, get fine clothes, go to plays and treats,
and by these means get such a habit of idleness and love of
pleasure, that they are uneasy ever after.”” g

The farmers of New Boston have no such fears. Their sen-
sible and intelligent wives and daughters may love to visit the
city occasionally, that they may not forget how the world moves
at the seat of fashions and inventions, but they are glad to re-
turn to the quiet seclusion of their happy rural homes, wiser,
and better prepared for their duties than before. There is no
longer ground of fear of “ country cousins.” They are as well-
educated, have as much brain, and sometimes more heart than
their city friends; and ¢ country cousins,” instead of being awed
by the airs of city friends, have come to feel that theirs is the
better inheritance. Self-respect will exist where there is home-
refinement and heart-culture. Let the farmers of New Boston
resolve that they will make their homes nurseries of industry,
intelligence, and virtue, and they will never pine for the pleas-
ures of a city life. Let theirs be the sentiment, —

« Higher, higher will we climb
Up the mount of glory,
That our names may live through time
In our country’s story ;
Happy, when her welfare calls,
ITe who conquers, he who falls.
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« Onward, onward will we press
Through the path of duty ;
Virtue is true happiness,
Excellence true beauty :
Minds are of supernal birth,
Let us make a heaven of earth.

« Close and closer then we knit
Hearts and hands together,
Where our fireside comforts sit
In the wildest weather :.
Oh! they wander wide, who roam
Tor the joys of life, from home.

« Nearer, dearer bands of love
Draw our souls in union,
To our Father’s house above,
To the saints’ communion.
Thither every hope ascend,
There may all our labors end.”

According to the United States census for 1860, the popula-
tion of New Boston is 1,369,— white males, 682 ; white females,
681 ; free colored males, 2; and colored females, 4. The pop-
ulation of Hillsborough County is 62,140. The population of
the bordering towns is as follows: Francestown, 1,082 ; Goffs-
town, 1,740 ; Weare, 2,310 ; Bedford, 1,172; Ambherst, 1,508;
Mont Vernon, 725 ; Lyndeborough, 823. The total population
of the State is 325,579.

The following columns show that the number of owners or
managers of farms is 170 ; number of acres of improved land,
16,306 ; acres of unimproved land, 4,352 ; cash value of the
farms is set down at $477,190; the value of implements and
machinery is $20,658 ; number of horses, 281 ; milch cows, 546 ;
working oxen, 342 ; other cattle, 857 ; sheep, 723 ; swine, 406 ;
the value of live stock, $82,086 ; number of bushels of wheat,
2,094 ; bushels of rye, 1,319 ; bushels of Indian corn, 10,885 ;
bushels of oats, 4,410 ; pounds of wool, 1,867 ; bushels of peas
and beans, 391 ; bushels of Irish potatoes, 18,797 ; bushels of
barley, 996 ; cash value of orchard products, $5,974 ; pounds of
butter, 47,025 ; pounds of cheese, 18,152 ; tons of hay, 3,686 ;
value of slaughtered animals, $11,058.
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INDEX.

Adams, Dea. Marshall, 129, 329; sketch of,
431,

Adams, Marshall C. 329,

Addition, New, 67, 71.

Aiken, Rev. Dr. 131,

Audrews, Capt. Joseph, sketch of, 436; Dea.
Issachar, sketch of, 438.

Antrim, 35.

Appleton, Rev. Jesse, 122,

Argyleshire, 15, 35.

Atwood, Rev. J. 9, 52; sketch of, 141; his
history of B. Church, 143.

Atwood, Dr. Moses, sketch of, 210, 213.

Ayrshire, 35.

Baptist Chureh, 52; organized, 143.

Beard, Ebenezer, 107; Andrew, sketch of,
380; Jesse, 13, 169, 380.

Beede, Rev. Mr. 117.

Barnard, Rev. Mr. 117.

Betton, N. C., Esq., sketch of, 202.

Blair, John, sketch of, 352.

Blanchard, Col. J. 42, 67, 70.

Boston, arrived at, 38. )

Bradford, Rev. K. P. 34, 52, 03 ; call of, 118;
acceptance, 120; ordination, 122; mar-
riage, 123 5 trials, 124; salary, 129; publi-
cations, 130 ; wife, 131, 133; children, 132.

Bradford, Dr. David, 211; .James B. and
Ephraim P. 252; Rev. Moses, 117.

Brown, Rev. Mr, 117; Dr. Winthrop, 210.

Bruee, Rev, Mr. 117.

Burial-ground, history of, 233; Fairbanks
on, 241,

Burnap, Rev. Mr. 117,

Burr, W., Esq. 12, 300.

Butterfield, Licut. 305.

Buxton, Rev. Edward, 13, 20; sketch of, 135;
response of; 137; Capt. Benjamin, sketch
of, 401.

Caldwell, James, Esq., sketch of, 417.

Campbell, Daniel, 9; Wm. C., letter of 247;
Robert, sketeh of, 412; Thomas, sketch
of, 414.

Canada, 61.

Casualties, 227.

Census, first, 44; second, 45;
fourth, 46; for 1860, 459-465.

third and

Centennial, proceedings of, 9.

Chase, Rev. Mr. 145.

Choristers, 170.

Churches, 50.

Clark, Wm. R., letter, 253; Rev. William,
19; sketch of, 2067 ; response of, 269; Dea.
Robert, 123, 269; sketch of, 370; Dr. N.
. 210; William, Esq., sketch of, 369;
John, sketch of, 371 ; Rebecea, sketch of,
371; Ninian, sketeh of, 372 ; Ninian, Esq.,
sketeh of; 372 ; Rev. Samuel, sketeh of,
447; Rev. Samuel Wallace, sketeh of,
450.

Clayford, Rev. Mr. 117,

Cochrane, Hon. C. B. 9; letter, 10; sketch
of, 23; address, 25, 200; Robert B.9;
Warren R. 9; sketch of, 73; pocm, 75;
Hon. Gerry W. 19; sketch of, 331; re-
sponse of, 333,

Cochran, C. C. letter of, 251; Dr. Charles,
sketeh of, 193; response of, 195, 211; Dr,
Jeremiah S. 211; sketch of, 446.

Cochran, Dea. Thomas, 47, 111, 123 ; sketch
of, 356 ; William P’., Esq., sketch of, 183;
response of, 185; Gen, William 8., ban-
ner of, 12; letter of, 250; Robert C., Isq.
201; Dr. Thomas I 212; sketch of, 273;
response of 275; John, sketch of, 358;
Peter, sketch of, 360; Nathaniel, sketch
of, 363; John, Esq., sketch of, 364;
James, sketeh of, 365; Elijah, sketch of,
365; Joseph, Esq., sketch of, 366; Abra-
ham, sketeh of) 368; John, Esq., sketch
of, 409. '

Cristy, Dea. S. 1.9, 371; Moses, 371; Dea.
Jesse, sketch of, 355; Capt. George,
sketeh of, 301,

Cogswell, Rev. E. C. 9, 12; address of, 14, 133.

Colburn, L. 9; Wm. W,, sketch of 171; re-
sponse of, 173.

Crombie, Dr. James IL., sketch of, 205, re-
sponse of, 207; James, Isq., sketch of,
1415 response of, 153, 200; Ninian C. 9;
Dr. James, 211; James, sketch of, 374;
John, sketch of, 375.

Cummings, Jeremiah, 41, 64,

Cutter, Dr. Wm. 209.
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Datton, Dr. John, 210.

Dana, Rev, Mr. 117,

Dane, Dea. Samuel, 12; sketch of, 4225 Dan-
icl, sketch of, 421,

Danforth, Dr. James, 210,

Davidson, Rev. Wm. 50,

Davis, Rev. J. G., letter of, 254.

Deering, 40.

Derry, 37.

Dodge, Solomon, 9; John, 9; sketch of, 306 ;
Perley, Esq., sketeh of, 197 ; response of,
1995 Benj., sketch of, 379; Lieut. Solo-
mon, sketeh of, 393; Israel, residence of,
3935 Dea. Solomon, residence of, 394 ;
Amos, Esq., residence of, 39+4; Daniel,
sketch of, 443,

Dunbar, Rev. Mr. 117.

Dunstable, 106, 305.

Dyelling-houses, 103.

Eastman, Dr. 209,

Elders, 113, 119, 123, 129, 134,

Elizabeth, Queen, 36, 66,

Exeter, 49.

Fairbanks, Lorenzo, Esq. 200; sketch of,
239; response of], 241.

Fairfield, J. W., HEsq. 200; addvess of, 20;
sketch of, 93; response of, 95; Capt.
Matthew, sketch of, 409; John, Esq.,
sketeh of) 409; Seth, Esq. 200.

Farmer’s Cabinet, 11.

Farms and Farming, 454.

Ferson, Dea. James, sketch of, 252; Dr.
William, 211,

Fires, 230.

Fitch, Dr. Francis, 210.

Flag, presented by Gen. W. S. Cochran, 12.

Foss, Rev. A. T, 144,

Francestown, 40, 7.

Fryeburgh, 65.

Fullerton, Rev. Mr. 117.

Gage, Rev. David, 145.

Goodhue, Rev. J. A, 20, 21; sketch of, 161 ;
responses of, 163, 343; John, sketch of,
407.

Genealogical sketches, 349,

Goodridge, Rev. M. 117.

Gorges, Sir Ferdinando, 6.

Goflfe, John, Esq. 48, 201,

Goflstown, 40, 104,

Gove, Dr. Jonathan, 201; sketch of, 209, 214 ;
Charles Frederick, 201 ; dohn, 201,

Graduates, college, 260.

Grant, 40, 61; conditions thereof, 62, 103,

Grantees, names of, 61; claim of,, 1.

Graveyards, 5+, 104 ; history of, 233.

Gregg, Hugh, sketch of, 353 ; Dr. Samuel,
211; letter of, 248; sketch of, 442; Sam-
uel, Esq., sketch of, #42; David, 9.

Harris, Rev. Mr. 117,

i Haverhill, 38.

Hayward, Rev. Sylvanus, 73.
Hazelton, Gerry W., Esq., sketeh of, 177;
response of, 179.
Hills, Cochran’s, 209; Bradford’s, 300, 301;
Clark’s, 301; Joe English, 302, 30+4.
Henniker, 40.
Hogg, Robert, sketch of, 423; Abner, sketch
of, 424,
History, Ecclesiastical, 103.
Hollis Association, 108.
Hooper, Jacob, sketch of, 434,
HonorRoll of, 263.
Hymns, Centennial, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19,
Incorporation, 47.
Indians, tribes of, 303.
Inhabitants, number of, 44, 459.
Ireland, 35, 36, 38, 50, 95.
James the First, 36; the Second, 37.¢
Joe English, friendship of, 304; death of,
305 ; memories of, 309.
Jones, Joshua, sketeh of, 444; Capt. Eph-
raim, sketch of, 445,

Kelso, William, sketch of, 383.

Kelley, Dr. E. G., sketch of, 213; letter of,
253,

Laconia, 66,

Lamson, Capt. John,9; Joseph, sketch of,
419; Rev. William, D. D. 430

Langdeil, Livermore, sketch of, 435.

Lawyers, 99.

Livingston, Robert, 439.

Localities, business and interesting, 209,

Londonderry, 35 ; origin of 37, 40.

Lovewcll: Zacheus, 41, 63, 65; Capt. John,
65.

Lynch, Dr. Samuel, 215; Maurice, sketch of,
438,

Mast Road, 45+.

McAllister, Jolin, sketch of, 386,

McCollom, Alexander. 53; sketch of, 411;
Dr. Alexander, sketch of, 214,

McCurdy, Jesse, Esq. 201,

MecGregore, Rev. Mr. 50.

McLaughlen, sketch of, 309,

MecMillen, Dr. Hugh, 209, 249; Dea. Archi-
bald, sketch of, 301 ; John, sketch of, 362 ;
Daniel, sketch of, 362.

McNeil, William, sketeh of, 352; Dea. Wil-
liam, 53, 123; sketch of, 388.

Manchester, 40, 304.

Manufacturing Establishments, 221,

Marden, Dr. Daniel, 212; Lemucl, sketch of,
377; Jonathan, 378 ; Samuel, sketch of,
378.

Marshal, Chief, 12; aids, 12.

Mason, John T. 42, 66, 67.

Masonian heirs, 63, 67 ; grant, 68.

Meeting-houses, 103, 105, 107, 126.
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Merriam, Rev. Franklin, 145.

Merchants, 250.

Merrimac, 38.

Miles, Rev. Mr. 117.

Mills, 103.

Ministerial Fund, 147, |

Moor, Rev.S.50; callof, 109; installation |
of, 112; marriage, 113; death, 114; his
widow and children, 114, 115.

Moore, Rev. Mr. 117; lctter of, 254.

Moor, Dea. William, sketch of, 418.

Moorhead, Rev. Mr. 50.

Morgan, Zechariah, sketch of, 430.

Morrill, Rev. Mr. 117,

Morrison, Rev. Mr. 117,

Mortality, Bills of, 233.

Murders, 228.

Narrazanset-towns, 41, 63,

New Boston, first called, 40, 47 ; supplies her
war quotas, 453, 455.

Nutfield, 38.

Officers, town, 255.

0ld Style, 65.

Orthodox, minister, 103.

Otis, Thomas, sketch of, 445.

Paige, Rev. Mr. 117,

Parkinson, Rev. Royal, 20, 405; Robert,
sketeh of, 404.

Patten, Matthew, 71, 105, 106; Samuel, 105,
106.

Patterson, Dea. Robert, 123 ; sketch of, 390.

Peabody, Dr. Nathaniel, sketch of|, 212 ; Isaac,
sketch of, 397.

Perkins, Dr. James, 210,

Peterborough, 40.

Phipps, Sir William, 61.

Pine-trees, 454.

Poems, W. R. Cochran’s, 75; Mrs. S. T.
Wason’s, 309,

Population, 459.

Presbyterian Church, 52; organized, 113;
members of, 119.

Presbyterians, 93, 96.

President, 12; Vice, 12,

Pounds, 235.

Potter, Hon. C. E. 304.

Preaching, desired, 107.

Richards, Luther, sketch of, 395.

Roads, 235.

Revolution, war of, 49.

River, ’iscataquoy, 41, 106.

Russell, Rev. T. C. 19, 145.

Schools, first appropriation for, 157 ; districts
and first committee, 157.

School Fund, how obtained, 148; lost, 149.

School teachers, list of, 1G9.

Schools, Sabbath, first organized, 325.

Scoteh, 35; Scotch Irish, 44, 95, 96.

Scotland, 35, 95.

Session House, 125.

Settlement, town, 43.

Simpson, John, 41, 62, 64.

Sleigh, Rev. Mr. 117.

Smith, Thomas, sketch of, 349; Dea. John,
sketch of, 349; Dea. Thomas, sketch of,
350.

Society, Presbyterian, organized, 129.

Starrett, David, sketch of, 427,

Stone, Rev. Josiah, 143, 14,

Suicides, 228.

Teachers, school, 169; music, 170.

Tewksbury, Amos W., Esq., sketch of, 426.

Thornton, Dr. Matthew, 49, 207; anecdotes
of, 208.

Ticonderoga, 65. N

Town meeting, the first, 47; other, 48, 98.

Turf and twidge, 56.

Tyng, Eleazer, Gt.

Ulster, 37.

Vardy, Luke, 41, G5.

Volunteers, names of, 263 ; tribute to, 263.

Warren, Josiah, sketch of, 415.

Wason, Deca. Robert, 126; sketch of, 390;
Elbridge, 390; his residence, 312; Rev.
Hiram, sketeh of, 316; response of, 319;
Dr. Horace, 211; George A. 12; Mrs. S.
T. 11, 12, 1b, 17, 18; sketeh of, 307; poem
of, 309.

Walker, Andrew, sketch of, 355.

Wentworth, B. and J. 4+.

Whipple, Dr. John, 210, 249; John, sketch
of, 432; Dr. Robert, 432;

White, Dea. Robert, 51, 111: sketch of, 387,

Whiting, Capt. Gerry, sketch of, 440.

Willson, William, Iisq. 200; Willsons,
sketel of, 387.

Windham, 40.

Woodbury, William, sketch of, 441.



ERRATA.

Page 10, seven lines from top, for occasion, read occasions.

Page 75, ten lines from top, for suns, read sons.

Page 101, cleven lifks from bottom, for mother, read mothers.

Page 200, nineteenth line from top, for leader, read lawyer.

Page 242, nine lines from top, for out, read only.

Page 204, twelve lines from top, for Doge, read Dodge.

Page 307, seven lines from top, before Thomas, insert Samuel Anderson, residing in
Providence, . I,

Page 300, seventeen lines from top, for AMcLauglen, read McLaughlen.

Page 41Q, cleven lines from bottom, for heré {'ead there.
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